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This is a richly informative and immensely readable book about Mexico during the late colonial
period, and about the War of Independence that was spear-headed by San Miguel's hero, Ignacio
Allende. It is carefully researched and lavishly illustrated, and although filled with information, it
"reads like a good novel," as one reviewer put it. Part One describes the social system of New
Spain by exploring the community of San Miguel el Grande; it examines economic and political
aspects of the town and portrays some of the towns citizens. Part Two gives an account of the
problems that beset the viceregency of New Spain before the war erupted. Part Three tells the
story of the war, which ended with a declaration of independence from Spain and the creation of a
brand new, and vyet in many ways a very old, entity - Mexico.
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